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A SERMON, 
RY BRO. JOHN HEMPHILL. 
* The Lord is good to all ; and his tender mercies are 
over all his works.”»—Psalms 145-9, 
_ Various and conflicting have been the dif- 
ferent views and opinions of men throughout 
all periods of time concerning the nature, at- 
tributes and intentions of our heavenly Father 
towards his dependent offspring. But although 
this difference of opinion will continue to ex- 
ist so long as mankind are taught and instruc- 
ted to believe in such a variety of forms and 
modes of worship; yet it is an admitted fact 
that all professing christians, of whatever name 
and in whatever clime acknowledge, that in 
some sense or other, the Lord is good to all, 
and his tender mercies are over all his works. 
The very existence of man is a distinguished 


trait in the character ofhis Maker. Themul- 
‘tiform blessings and «cointorts of ute with 


which we are surrounded: the enjoyment of 
friends and the intercourse with society; the 
innumerable tokens of love and friendship, 
with which our paths are strewed through life, 
are so many convincing proofs of the goodness 
of our heavenly Father. 

David was a man of like passions with the 
rest of the human family; although, at times 
he was accustomed to stray from the path of 
rectitude, and wonder into forbidden paths, 
where sorrows and even the pains of hel/ got 
hold of him; yet he did not lose sight of the 
source and fountain of all good; for he ever 
ascribed his deliverance from sorrow and af- 
flictions to the hand that is divine. He saw 
with wonder and astonishment the vast pro- 
ductions of creation so wonderfully adapted 
to the convenience and happiness of men, that 
he was irresistably led to exclaim, the Lord is 

ood, not only good to a part, but good to all. 

e will now attempt to discover the goodness 
of God in creation. It is a truth, to which all 
will cordially assent, that our heavenly Father 
is a holy, perfect being in the full possession 
of unlimited power, wisdom and knowledge. 
With him ail things are present. He could 
foresee the end from the beginning. His glory 
and happiness, therefore, could neither be aug- 
mented nor diminished in the least degree, in 
consequence of creation. To say that his 
glory could be affected in this way; that he 
is more glorious at one time than at another, 
would render him susceptible of change and 
alteration, which is the same as being imper- 
fect. But this cannot be the case, since we 
are informed in scripture, that he is the same 


yesterday, to-day and forever, that with him, | has generally been considered conclusive is, 
there is no variation, nor shadow of turning. | the case of a person with a diseased limb, 
Then as he could have received no new acces-/ which for the good of the system, or whole 


sions of glory, and must have acted in accor- 
dance with his own nature, wherein does his 
goodness cotisist in creation? On the suppo- 
sition, that a large majority of the human fami- 
ly were created on purpose for endless misery, 
or created and endowed with certain faculties, 
which ourr Ceatér, while bestowing, knew for 
a certainty would prove their eternal destruc- 
tion. 
good displayed in thus creating them? It is 
true, that many in all ages of the world have 
contended for his goodness in displaying his 
matchless skill, when from dreary nothing, 
desolate abyss, at his command arose this stu- 
penduous globe on which so many different 
grades of beings exist. The countless num- 
ber of planets moving in such majestic order 
and harmony, through the heavens, and which 
have been the wonder and astonishment of 
sage philosophers, are deemed an important 
proof. It is also contended that he abounds 


with ooodness: in this life even ta thase wha 
are to suffer hereafter in bestowing innumera- 


ble blessings; in lengthening out their un- 
profitable lives; in bearing long with their 
transgression; in calling upon them to repent; 
when at the same time he perfectly knows it 
is notin their power to comply with the re- 
quirement. And further, to the shame and dis- 
grace of christianity, it is often said, that, there 
is more true joy for the infidel, the profli- 
gate, the abandoned wretch than is to 
be found in the course of virtue and piety.— 
But instead of these bare faced assertions, we 
should have recourse to the divine oracles of 
truth, in which we learn that the wages of sin 
is death; the way of transgressors is hard, 
and that there is no peace to the wicked, saith 
my God. On the other hand, great peace have 
they that walk in thy commands; wisdom’s 
ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her 
paths are peace; in keeping the commands 
there is great reward; and finally the soul, 
that is taught of God is borne away on faiths 
sublimer wings, from the glittering toys of 
time and sense, to hold sweet communion with 
the God and Father of the spirits of all men. 
The question again presents itself. Do all the 
blessings, which daily surround us, and of 
which man is the happy recipient, together 
with life itself so dearly Oe by all, war- 
rant a belief in the goodness of God, over all 
his works, standing in connection with the sup- 
posed fact, that an eternity of misery awaits 
us in the future, unseen world? If the greatest 


possible good of the vast family of man con-, 


sists in the happiness of a small portion, the 
uestion must be decided in the affirmative.— 
But is this the case? One argument which 


I say on this supposition, was there any | 


members should be lopped off, or to speak more 
technical amputated. 


‘ To be sure, this course would be justifiable, 


allowing there were no other means of effect- 
ing acure. But had the physician the power, 
which characterized our Savior when on 
earth; and could he lay his hand on the dis- 
eased limb and say be ye whole; what would 
then be the case with his skill and integrity ? 
his goodness in thus doing, would not be justi- 
fied by any one, seeing he could as wel] have 
restored as to cut it off. The person sustaining 
the loss of his favoritelimb, must look at him 
with an eye of jealousy, so long as life con- 
tinued. But should a majogity of the mem- 
bers, which compose the human system, be 
lopped off or destroyed, (we will not go so far 
as to say ninetenths) I say what would then 
be the consequence? The connexion and 
sympathy, existing between members or com- 
ponent parts of the same body is so strong; 


thaw are cn-clncels- unitod. and da 


; eee Set 


terially upon each other’s support, that the 
small minority remaining could neither sup- 
port the equilibrium nor preserve the circula- 
tion of the fluids, which are highly necessary 
in order to the preservation of life. It then 
follows asa matter of fact, that not only the 
majority, which were destroyed, but the few 
remaining must die and go the way of all the 
earth to co-mingle with the clods of the valley. 
Thus it appears very evident, that there is no 
goodness, much less mercy displayed in de- 
stroying a majority of the members, which be- 
long to the natural body; neither is there 
even the shadow of goodness in destroying one 
member, while there is power or skill to heal. 
Here the simile entirely fails us and the ques- 
tion returns the third time for our considera- 
tion. 

But seeing we can find no solution in the 
simile, perhaps one may be found in the ob- 
ject, which the figure is supposed to represent. 


‘St. Paul informs us that we are all members 


of the body of Christ, of which he is the 
head ; that he gave himself a ransom for all; 
and that he is the head of every man, which 
furnish ample proof, that every son and daugh- 
ter of Adam are members of that grand mys- 
terious and sublime body. Now on the sup- 
position, that the greater part of these mem- 
bers or of the human family which is the same 
thing, should be lopped off or consigned to end- 
less misery, where pains can never end, nor 
hope can never dawn, I say, allowing this to 
be the case, would not the remainder of the 
body or the human family perish with them? 
Yes, my friends, they would die a most de- 
plorable death! Foro e sight of a heloved 
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son or daughter tcssed and writhing in liquid 
flames, would pierce a tender father’s heart 
with immortal pains: and one doleful shriek 
or lamentation from a darling infant surround- 
ed with demons, would forever open the flood 
gates of sorrow and affliction to a fond affec- 
tionate mother. Not all the songs of Moses 
and the Lamb, chanted forth in melodious 
strains by Angles and Arch-angles could drown 
their sorrows or assuage their grief, so long 
as their lovely children remained in this horri- 
ble condition. They would die the death of 
deaths, They would die to all the joys of 
heaven itself! They would be dead to every 
other object except the cries of distress? The 
golden streets abvve would assume the aspect 
of sable mourning; and they no doubt would 
long to be struck into non existence, where 
trouble and mourning would forever be at an 
end. Not only the holy would die, but the 
glorious head, which is Christ himself would 
die. He would die to the joyful anticipation 
of receiving the heathen for his inheritance 
and the uttermost paris of the earth for his 
possession, for which he endured the cross and 
despised the shame. He would die to the 
hopes of ever having his holy and fervent 
prayer answered. when he prayed, that all 
flesh might be blessed with eternal life. He 
would die to the prospect of reheading all things 
anew in himself. He would die to the long 
expected enjoyment of ever seeing the intelli- 

ent universe subdued to himself, and of resign- 
ing up the kingdom to God, the Father, that 
he might be all in all. With all the evidence 
yet adduced, we cannot agree with the Psal- 
mist in saying the Lord is good to all, and his 
tender mercies are over all his works. All the 
enjoyments, comforts, and numerous blessings 
interspersed throughout every period of cur 
life, from childhood to old age would be no- 


thing, yea, less than nothing, when compared 
with the-cternity. of sufferine. whieh awaits 
us beyond the cunfines of the grave. fir fact 


a knowledge of this supposed truth, or even a 
firm belief would render life one continued 
scene of carnage, bloodshed and destruction. 
Reason would no longer sway her mild scep- 
tre over the mind of man. The eyes would 
become dim with weeping, and the warm 
streams of life be congealed with the ruthless 
frost of fate and predestination, Wild and 
raving maniacs would be seen in every quar- 
ter of the globe. The baneful cup of suicide 
would be sought and swallowed with avidity 
to close the awful scene of suffering here be- 
low. We now discover something of the ef- 
fect, which would be the natural result of the 
truth, or even a belief in the truth of the sup- 
posed fact, admitted in the furmer part of our 
discourse: and are still forced to decide the 
question in the negative; that it is incompatible 
with reason and revelation to ascribe to the 
Lord goodness over all his works, while a part 
must asuredly experience his frowning ven- 
geance hereafter. In order, therefore, to realize 
and maintain the sentiment taught in the text, 
we must abandon the supposed ground on 
which our question has been submitted, as un- 
tenable and unscriptural. 
butes of Jehovah in marshal appearance 
against each other, clothed with all the habili- 
tnents of revenge and cruelty, of which the 
prolific mind is capable of reception. But 
for the veneration and love we hear our hea- 
venly Father, and notwithstanding the ques- 
‘ion has been decided once, twice, yea, thrice 
in tLe negative, we will now give it a fourth 
,earing in a different form. 

Ts the Lord good to all, and his tender mer- 
des over all his works; and will he thus con- 


It arrays the attri- | 


tinue, world without end? Do we look abroad, 
we behold all things in the natural world gev- 
erned by one common law. The gentle show- 
ers of heaven descend upon the jnst and on the 
unjust without partiality. The sun in travel- 
ling his majestic round diffuses light equally 
upon every part of the globe. The different 
inhabitants of the different regions are blessed 
with constitutions exactly fitted to the various 
climates in which they live; all of which 
proclaim, with a convincing voice, that the 
Lord is impartially good. ‘The annual return 
of the seasons is another proof. How delight- 
ful the opening of the spring, when the earth 
and rivers are again loosed from their icy 
chains; when the fleecy snow compelled by 
the all conquering rays of the sun, begins to 
follow the me, andering courses down the lof- 
ty mountains to water and fertalize the plains 
beneath ; when the forest is decked with green 
foliage, and when the time of the singing of 
birds is come and the voice of the turtle is 
heard in our land. Again when all nature 
seems to droop beneath the sultry summer: the 
beasts of the field and the fowls of heaven to 
their inmost shades retire, then the goodness 
of God is visible amidst peals of thunder and 
flashes of lightning, which restores a healthy 
atmosphere and revives the vegetable creation. 
The fall is another peculiarly interesting sea- 
son, which should cause the hearts of all to 
dilate with emotions of gratitude and love to- 
wards the Giver of every good and perfect gift, 
in bestowing upon them a bounteous harvest 
to supply the returning wants of nature. These 
arguments speak in language too plain to be 
easily misunderstood, that the Lord is good, 
&e.; but arguments more weighty and convin- 
cing remain to be added. When frail and 
changeable mortals had become dead in tress- 
passes and sin, it pleased the Father in whom 
all fullness dwells, to wave the sceptre of love 


and mercy over a dving world in the person of 
Jesus Unhrist, and promise that the seed or the 


woman should in triumph oppose, and finally 
destroy the seed of the serpent with all the 
direful effects thereof. 

This heart-cheering and _ soul-animating 
doctrine, was comfirmed to Abraham by an 
oath, that in him should all the families, kin- 
dreds and nations of the earth be blessed.— 
The same impartial and universal doctrine was 
announced by songs and hosannahs to God in 
the highest, peace on earth and good will to- 
words men, at the appearance of our Saviour 
on earth. His whole life was characterized 
by one invariable course of love and compas- 
sion towards all mankind. He gave sight to 
those who sat in darkness and had long been 
denied the privilege of beholding the sun and 
the beauties of creation. He cast out devils 
and hushed into peace the bosom, that had 
long been like the troubled ocean, which could 
not rest. He said to those languishing on beds 
of sickness, arise, take up thy bed and walk. 
And even those who were sleeping the long 
sleep of death, he restored to life and presen- 
ted them to their friends. i 

Not only universal were all his acts through 
life, but his death was universal, for he tasted 
death for every man, and gave himself a ran- 
sor for all to be testified in due time. Here 
is love without a parallel, love which knew no 
bounds, and love which is stronger than death, 
sealed by the flowing blood of the Son of God. 
While suspended between the heaven and the 
earth, all nature proclaimed his love in a voice 
like thunder. The sun veiled his face in sable 
mourning and refuscd one ray of light to de- 
linquent earth. ‘The veil of the temple was 
rent in twain from top to bottom, The moun- 


tains revlled, the reeks were torn asunder and 
the sleeping dead were called to leave the 
silent grave: all to proclaim the matchless 
goodness and love of Jehovah in giving his 
Son to die for the world. By his death he de- 
stroyed the sting of death and sweetened the 
grave for all who should follow him 5 and by 
his glorious resurrection, when he rode trium- 
phantly through gathering crowds of joyful 
saints, he brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel, and will henceforth deliv- 
er those, who, through fear of death have ali 
their life time been subject to bondage. 

The writer of our sublime text saw clearly 
through the prophetic glass, the truth &accom- 
plishment of these glad tidings, which shall 
be unto all people, when he exclaimed, all the’ 
ends of the world shall remember and turn 
unto the Lord; and all the kindreds of the na- 
tions shall worship before thee. For the king- 
dom.is the Lord’s and he is the governor 
among the nations. It isnot only said, that all 
nations shall worship before him, but shall 
also glorify his name. It is also said, speak- 
ing of the Messiah, that he shall have domin- 
ion from sea to sea, and from the rivers even 
to the ends of the earth, and all kings shall 
fall down before him. These truths are now 
true in God, and the reason why, is because 
he is omniscient and omnipresent. Imagina- 
tion cannot paint the spot, around, above, be- 
neath, where he is not. He can Jook forward 
through the remaining periods of time and be- 
hold all things accomplished, which were dic- 
tated by infinite wisdom and love. And when 
all these shall be accomplished in us it may 
then be said, mercy and truth have met to- 
gether, righteousness and peace have kissed 
each other. 

Here then we rest our faith on the immuta- 

ble purposes of Jehovah, which can never be 
frustrated by frail mortality, confidently be- 
lieving, that his power is sufficient to carry in- 
tu cacuuliun all Tris desig sy, tuwards the chil- 
dren of men; and that the mighty wheels of 
time will roll forward without the least inter- 
ruption, fulfilling in their order all things 
spoken by God’s holy prophets, since the world 
began. For the word has gone out of his 
mouth in righteousness and shall not return 
unto him void, but shall accomplish that 
which he pleases, and prosper in the thin 
whereto he sends it. And again he saith, look 
unto me and be ye saved all the ends of the 
earth, for ] am God, and there is noneelse. I 
have sworn by myself, the word has gone out 
of my mouth in righteousness and shall not 
return, that unto me every knee shall bow and 
every tongue shall swear, saying in the Lord 
have I righteousness and strength. 
_ While in the pleasing contemplation of see- 
ing by an eye of faith the fulfillment of these 
declarations of the most High, when man shall 
teach no more his neighbor, saying, know ye 
the Lord, for all shall know him from the least 
to the greatest, when all contentions, divisions 
and turmoils shall cease, when hostile wea- 
pons of every description shall no more be 
known, and peace, harmony and love pervade 
all hearts ; 1 say where is the heart that does 
not feel enlarged with love divine, and hearti- 
ly concur with Simeon of old, when he em- 
braced the Savior in his arms and said, Lord 
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peac.& 
according to thy word; for mine eyes have 
seen thy salvation, which thou hast prepared 
before the face of all people; a light to ligh- 
ten the gentiles, and the glory of thy people 
Israelissad. : 

Be it known unto you, then, fathers and 
mothers, young men and maidens, and all whe 
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look for redemption through the blood of a once 
crucified, but now risen and ascended Saviour, 
that by an overwhelming flood of evidence, 
from nature, reason and revelation, the ques- 
tion forever stands. decided in the affirmative, 
that the Lord is good to all; and his tender 
mercies are over all his works. That he will 
thus continue the same unchanging course 
throughout every period of man’s existence, 
not only in time but in eternity. All the sor- 
rows and afflictions, which we may be called 
to endure, while passing through this vale of 
tears will be overruled for our good, and work 
out for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. And death itself will kind- 
ly relieve us from this tenement of clay to in- 
habit that building not made with hands eter- 
nal in the heavens, where this mortal shall put 
on immortality and death, he swallowed up in 
victory. There the whole purchased possession 
of king Immanvel shall meet and acknowledge 

“Im songs of gratitude, and praise the goodness 
of God over all his works, who in infinite wis- 
dom devised the plan of salvation for all the 
vast family of mankind. 


Original. 
A SHORT SERMON 
BY REV. G. C. M’CUNE. 


*« And he was angry, and would not go in,” 
Luke xv. 28. 


This passage of scripture, forms a part 
of that most interesting parable, spoken 
by our Lord, denominated ‘the parable of 
the prodigal Son,” and it portrays the | 
character of the ‘elder brother’ upon the | 
return of the prodigal. He appears not 
to have anticipated the gracious reception 
which his brother was to meet with. fram 


pious, dutiful son to endure! 


erificing every other consideration to his 
own selfish passions. \ 


in one all things in Christ, both which are 
in heaven and which are on earth, even 


Had his brother been torn inpieces by a in him.”” And having this consolation, 
wild beast: had he suffered the most ex- |‘ even the sure purposes of Jehovah,’ we 
eruciating fortunes: had he starved to |tejoice with joy unspeakable and full of 
death among the swine, it would nothave |glory- Amen! and amen! 


cost him one anxious thought. But for 
him to return from his wanderings, to for- 
sake his wickedness; and above all, for 
him to meet with mercy and forgiveness 
from his father, was too much for this 
And in the 
exercise of his malignant feelings, he not 
only offers direct insult to his father, but 
is actually guilty of downright falsehood 
—for he declares his father never gave 
him a kid; whereas, he had long since 
given him half of his estate! See verse 
1 


It is true the elder brother had never 
went into far countries; but, in conse- 
gence, he had enjoyed all the bounties of 
his fathers house, of which his younger 
brother, by his wonderings, had been de- 
prived. Yet hedoes not appear to consi- 
der this a matter of any importance; and 
because his father has made his repenting 
brother equal with him, in his favor, “‘ he 
is angry and will not go in.” The cir- 
cumstance of his brother having been 
“* dead and is alive, lost and is found, so 
far from being to him a cause of joy and 
rejoicing, is a scene of the gratest vexation 
and sorrow !! 

Nor did the gpirit monikvowwd-yy itis ci= 


his father; and ‘was angry’ because the, der brother die with him, as the conduct 


old man manifested so much mercy in re-|f too many at the present day, but too 
ceiving his returning Son with joy. He clearly demonstrates. For, notwithstand- 
had no doubt, if he ever thought of his | 8 the great apparent zeal manifested by 
unfortunate brother’s return at all, judged | those professing to be ‘elder brothren’ in 
of the reception, his father would give |the kmgdom of Heaven, for the reforma- 


him, from his own feelings on the subject; 
nor had it ever entered into his heart, that 
his father was more merciful than he.— 
When, therefore, he found his brother’s 
reception to be one of mercy, and the oc- 
casion of so much joy to the whole family 
—nay, more, when he found that his re- 
turn, though at the ‘eleventh hour,’ would 
likely place him on the same footing in his 
father’s affections, with himself, rage, 
ynalice, envey, and jealousy, the biackest 
passions of the human breast, took pos- 
session of his soul; and filled him with 
hellish frenzy! He meets the expostu- 
lations of his father, with ‘‘ Lo these many 
years do I serve thee, neither transgressed 
I at any time thy commandment; and yet 
thou never gavest me a kid that I might | 
make merry with my friends: but as soon 
as this thy Son (not my brother!!) was 
come, which hath devoured thy living with 
harlots, thou hast killed for him the fatter 
ealf.”’ ’ 

There was uttered the voice, there 
breathed the spirit of deadly, hellish envy, 
malice, and revenge! And so violent and | 
black were his passions, that they entirely | 
eradicated, from his bosom, all fraternal 
feelings; and rendered him eapable of sa- 


tion and return of their prodigal brothern; 
notwithstanding they pray ‘ long and loud’ 
for this event; yet let them but hear the 
sound of ‘joy and rejoicing,’ in anticipa- 
tion of that happy period when the Lord 
shall bring back the captivity of all his 
wandering children ; let them but hear the 
glorious news proclaimed by his heralds 
that «* He will have all men to be saved,” 
and immediately the stake is planted, the 
fagot prepared, and the torch lighted; be- 
cause, forsooth, ‘‘if all men go to Heaven 
they do not want to go there’”’—‘ They 
get angry and will not go in.” How 
strange the infatuation! How great the 
inconsistency!! ‘They get ‘angry’ at the 
thought that their Heavenly Father is so 
merciful as to save the whole human fami- 
ly, in answer to the fervent prayers of 


saints and angels ; and this too, after join- 
ing in these very prayers themselves !! 
But their spleen, or ‘ holy indignation’ can 


Life’s Pilgrimage. 
BY ROBERT NICOLL. 


Infant, I envy thee, 
Thy seraph smile—thy soul without a stain; 
Angels around thee hover in thy glee 

A look of love to gain! 


Thy paradise is made 
Upon thy mother’s bosom, and her voice 
Is music rich as that by spirits shed 
When blessed things rejoice! 


Bright are the opening flowers— 

Ay, bright as thou, sweet babe and innocent, 

They bud and bloom; and straight their infan hours, 
Like thine, are done and spent! 


Boy, infancy is o’er— 

Go with thy playmates to the grassy lea, 

Let thy bright eye with yon far Laverock soar, 
And blithe and happy be! 


Go, crow thy cuckoo notes 
Till all the greenwood alleys loud shall ring, 
Go, listen to the thousand tuneful throats 
That ’mong the branches sing? 


I would not sadden thee, 

Nor wash the rose upon thy cheek with tears; 

Go, while thine eye is bright—unbent thy knee— 
Forget all cares and fears! 


Youth! is thy boyhood gone? 
The fever hour of life at length has come, 


And passion sits in reason’s golden throne. 
‘yy nie SOTrow’s Voice is dumb! 


Be glad! lt is thy hour 
Of love ungrudging—faith without reserve— 
And, from the right, ill hath not yet the power 
To make thy footsteps swerve! 


Now is thy time to know 
How much of trusting goodness lives on earth, 
And rich in pure sincerity to go 

Rejoicing in thy birth! 


Youth’s sunshine unto thee— 
Love first and dearest—has unveiled her face, 
And thou hast sat beneath the trysting tree 
In love’s fond embrace! 


Enjoy thy happy dream, 

For life hath not another such to give; 

The stream is flowing—love’s enchanted stream— 
Live, happy dreamer, live! 


Though sorrow dwelleth here, 

And falsehood and impurity and sin, 

The light of love the gloom of earth to cheer, 
Comes sweetly, sweetly in! 


°Tis o’er!—thou art a man— 

The struggle and the tempest both begin 

Where he who faints must fall—he fight who can, 
A victory to win! : 


Go cleanse thy heart and fill 
Thy soul with love and goodness; let it be 
Like yonder lake, so holy, calm and still, 
So full of purity! 


This is thy task on earth— 


never discourage us, inasmuch as ‘“ God | This is thy eager manhood’s proudest goa]l,— 


and prudence; having made known unto 
us the mystery of his will, according to 
his good pleasure which he hath purposed 
in himself: that in the dispensation of the 
fullness of times, he might gather together 


i>} 


ihath abounded toward us in all wisdom | To cast all meanness and world-worship forth— 


And thus exalt the soul! 


*Tis manhood makes the man 
A high-souled freeman or a fettered slave, 
The mind a temple fit for God to span, 
Or a dark dungeon grave! 
English Magazine. 
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«One Baptism.” 

St. Paul affirms “there is one Lord, one faith, and 
one baptism.”? Now the question naturally arises 
in the mind, to what particular baptism does the 
Apostle allude, that of John by water, or the bap- 
tism of Jesus, “with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” 
This we deem an important question, for if water 
baptism is the one baptism referred to, the baptism 
of Jesus is at once and forever null and void. 

Ist. The baptism of John was with water unto 
repentance. 

2d. Those who experienced John’s baptism need- 
ed also that of Jesus. “I indeed baptise you with 
water,” saith John, but he (Jesus) shall baptise you 
with the Holy Ghost and with fire.” Therefore, 
as the baptism of John was insufficient of itself to 
produce the desired effect, it cannot be the ‘one 
baptism.” John’s baptism was merely a figure, 
which must necessarily give way to the substance. 
Concerning Jesus he declares, ““He must increase 
but I must decrease,’? which shows clearly that the 
taking place of Christ’s baptism was the abolishing 
of John’s. 

Again, Paul to the Galatians writes after this 
wise: “As many of you as have been baptised into 
Christ, have put on Christ.” (Gal. 3, 27.) Had 
this baptism been with water, what assurance had 
the Apostle that all had put on Christ? One may 
be baptised with water, and not put on Christ, 
hence the baptism referred to by Paul was that of 
the spirit, for so many as are “baptised into Jesus 
Chiist aie Daplised ite bis Axath hurried with him 
by baptism into death, that they should walk in 
newness of life.” (Rom. 6: 3,4.) Now, had all 


the converts at Gallatia and Rome been baptised ! 


with water only, it could not be said they had all 


Christ,” to which I reply, that baptism with the 
spirit was done instrumentally by the deciples, 
as mankind received the spirit through the means 
which they employed in the work of conversion.— 
Paul to the Romans 1: 11, speaks of his imparting 
to them spiritual gifts. Thus was the spiritual 
baptism administered through the medium of the 
Apostles. 

Again, it is contended that the “ Apostles did 
baptise with water, and consequently understood 
this species of baptism to have been meant by the 
Saviour.” Ans. This was not the constant Apos- 
tolic practice, and though it was done without a 
commission, it might have been by a permission, as 
it was in use before Christs death, and more espe- 
cially because the people among whom they labor- 
ed were so accustomed to outward c-remonies, that 
to abolish them all at once would be such a total 
change in their religion that they would not as read- 
ily receive the gospel as though this otherwise use- 
less practice were continued; hence for a season 
they also used other rites which they had no com- 
mission from Christ to practice, such as circumcis- 
ion, legal purifications, &c. 

It is certain the Apostles did mistake a part of 
the commission; especially that which relates to 
“teaching all nations.”? Peter deemed it unlawful to 
teach the Gentiles until “a vision” had convinced 
him of his error. Had water baptism been design- 
ed asa standing ordinance, St. Paul. would have 
been commissioned to administer it, but he positive- 
ly declares “ that Christ sent him not to baptise but 
to preach the Gospel.” 1 Cor. 1: 17. Few, he did 
baptise, but thanked God that he had baptised so 
few. Had water baptism been esteemed of perpet- 


nal obligation. Paul should have thanked God that 
he had an opportunity to baptise sume. “Siivuia ave 


Apostles example be urged as an argument for wa- 
ter baptism, we have the same argument for circum- 


cision. Paul did not scruple on a certain occasion 


put on Christ, or walked in newness of uae, else | to cireumeise Timothy. Christ was also cireumcis- 
the Apostle had not said, “O foolish Galatians who} oq which consideration may answer, as an offset 


hath bewitched you that ye should not obey the against the argument drawn from the example of 


truth. (Gal. 3: 1.) 
If Jesus intended water baptism to be continued 
as a perpetual ordinance in his church why did he 


Jesus. 
Finally, it is said the baptism of the Holy Ghost 


and fire is acurse instead of a blessing. This assertion 


not practice it himself? That he did not will ap-! is every way wanting in proof. Those very char- 
pear by consulting John 4,2. ‘Jesus himself bap-{ acters who were “warned to flee from the wrath to 
tised not, but his disciples.”? Can this be accounted ; come,” through the medium of John’s baptism, were 
for.on the supposition that our Lord designed the | nevertheless subsequently to be baptised “with the 


practice should be a standing ordinance in the 

- church? Let it be remembered that for water bap- 
tism we no where have the example of the founder 
of our holy religion himself. 

But it will be said, “ although we have not his 
example, he enjoined the administration of the or- 
dinance upon his disciples,” as in Matt. 28: 19.— 
6¢ Go ye therefore and teach all nations, baptising 
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son; and 
of the Holy Ghost.” 

We deny that water baptism is meant here, and 
merely to assert the reverse is but to beg the ques- 
tion—to take for granted that which ought to be 
proved. The baptism embraced in the commission 
was the one baptism, which has been shown is not 
with water, as the baptised universally put on 
Christ and walked in newness of lif , which con- 
sisted not merely in “putting away the filth of the 
flesh,” but in the renovating effects of the Holy 
spirit, manifesting itself upon the subject in the an- 
swer of a good conscience before God, by the resur- 
rection of Jesus Christ.”’ (1 Pet. 3: 21.) 

But it is further objected, that “the baptism of 
the spirit cannot be meant in the commission, be- 
tion of the Apostles and not of 


eause {tis.the -~-_ 


Holy Ghost and with fire.’”? This argues but poorly 
for the divine efficacy of water, if the subjects are 
afterwards to be cursed by the baptism of Jesus.— 
God is love—God is alsoa consuming fire; hence 
the only true, effectual and purifying baptism is to 
be immersed in the fire of Divine love. This is the 
one baptism. M. A. C. 


The favor of Bro. H. T. is received. We tender 
him our thanks for his exertions in support of this 
paper, and hope he will continue to increase our list 
of subscribers, If all our agents were to use the 
same exertions, we should soon be enabled to “go- 
ahead” without embarrassment. We believe they 
will dofor us all they can, in the publication of the 
3d Volume. We are strong in the faith, that a good 
cause will prosper. It was with this faith that we 
commenced the publication of this paper; and it is 
with this faith that we intend to continue its pub- 


lication, so long as it shall be attended with good 
results. 


The exposition of Psalm 73: 13, to be con- 
tinued from our last, shall be concluded in 
the next. It is from the pen of our esteemed 
brother, Wm, Bell, of South Shaftsbury, Vt. 


Devotedness of Mind. 

The moral powers of man are so constituted, that 
he cannot exist without such religious food, as is 
adapted to his .oul. The spirit as well as the cor- 
poreal system of man, requires a kind of aliment to 
keep it in health: without this it hungers and 
starves. 

Talk not to me of coldness, of inattention to 
things of a religious nature; you may as well] ex- 
hort me to live without my daily food. My soul re- 
quires the food of devotion. I must leave the van- 
ities and baubles of this uncertain, fluctuating world, 
which but perish with their using, and must seek in. 
my closet, or some other retirement—or in a social 
circle if you please; for sympathy is good—such 
solace and comfort in the bosom of my God, as the 
soul’s aspirations require. 

Behold the innocent and confiding child. Though, 
it will often busy itself with its own doings, and 
depend upon itself for a portion of its enjoyment; 
yet, quickly it becomes weary of itself, and repairs 
to the bosom of its parent, there to repose its aching 
head, and weary limbs, upon one who is able and 
willing to support it. Now its little troubles and 
vexations are all hushed, and its placid and smiling 
countenance bespeaks that sweet enjoyment, conse- 
quent upon its happy and confiding condition. 

O! brother, O sister, in riper years, read in this 
picture your own duty—your own happy privilege! 
Let not infantile innocence exceed you in filial con- 
fidence in, and enjoyment of your Parent above. 

Iam no friend of superstition or fanaticism, or 
blind and mischievous zeal; I know they are al] in- 
jurious to men’s souls. But there is an opposite 
extreme, into which forty run, where perhaps one 
may be found who is superstitious, fanatical, &. I 
elude 4s this anid indifference which we behold so 
prevalent in the world. This sin presses down up- 
on the christian world, with a tremendous weight, 
and in many, very many instances, produces actual 
moral death; yea, and in such men too, as would 
be thought to have the subject of active devotion 
near their hearts. 

Depend upon it, the church will never come up 
out of the wilderness, into the green pastures of 
religious enjoyment, until they awake from their 
lethargic slumbers, and arouse themselves to the 
performance of christian duties—privileges. 

Though the religious world—I mean the univer- 
salist community—is freezing; yea, some there are, 
even in our Zion, who it would seem—lI intend to 
be charitable—would throw ice in our midst, and 
increase the freezing coldness. I am plain, and 
I intend to be, and our cold brethren must excuse 
me. I would to God Ihad the power to quicken 
their souls to more active zeal, in the glorious cause 
of man and God. 

Is it possible that our brethren—any of them— 
who have tasted the good word of life, and univer- 
sal salvation, and can, with the eye of faith, “read 
their titles clear to mansions in the skies.”? I re- 
peat—is it possible, that they can believe devotion 
—religion, alla fiction, a whim, an idle vagary of 
the mind? Can they see no difference between re- 
ligion and fanatacism, devotion and idolatry, love 
and phrensy? Or is it because they believe in end- 
less hell, and ceaseless groans, that they deem de- 
votion and religion of no value? Do they believe 
that religion is for no one, except those who have 
an imaginary, angry God to appease, and a tempting 
demon to withstand? If so, they have not yet 
learned Christ, nor taken upon themselves his yoke. 
Nor are they likely to aid on the blessed cause of 
the Redeemer and Saviour of the World. 
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My universalist brother, thou expectest soon 
to meet a ransomed world of intelligences in a 
blessed state of immortality. Now let me ask thee: 
of what thou expectest thy Heaven will consist?— 
Thou answerest “of love, of gratitude, of devo- 
tion and praise.” Very well. I agree with thee 
brother. Yes, love, gratitude, devotion and praise, 
must constitute our highest bliss. But, will not 
the same causes always produce the same effects— 
here, or hereafter? Certainly. Why then, since 
these things are so, do we not cultivate these heay- 
enly graces so happifying in their nature? Why, 
on the other hand, do we permit those noxious 
weeds of thoughtlessness, carelessness, ingratitude, 
hatred, variance and strife, to grow up in our hearts, 
and choke the heavenly graces? Brethren these 
things ought not to be. Of all other men, univer- 
salists should cultivate the spirit of devotion and 
love, in their souls; for ihey are under the greatest 
obligations thus to do, seeing the all-wise, and mer- 
ciful Creator, has seen fit, in the plenitude of his 
goodness, to tear the veil of unbelief from their 
eyes, so that they can behold in him, a Saviour of 
all, from the domineering influence of sin and 
death. 

Universalists, as a body, have long been consid- 
ered by the dominant sects, as destitute of practi- 
eal piety, while they have arrogated to themselves 
all the religion extant in the world. And I believe 
it is well ordered by Providence, that we should have 
an enemy, who, if the friends of truth will not, will 
remind us of our short comings, and mis-doings— 
though his motives may not be always pure; for, 
even the friends of truth, require the application of 
the spur, to urge them on to the performance of their 
duties. 

My universalist brethren, O, let us awake to re- 


ligion, and by activity in the cause of our Divine 
Master, show to the world that we are, what we 
pretend to be, the true friends of the ever-blessed 
Gospel, and an honor to the cause we have espoused! 
Let it no longer in truth be said, that universalists 
are an irreligious people; but on the other hand, let 
us show by our works, to all far and near, that we 
are the most consistent, and devoted christians in 
the world. 

Then will our faith and works, go hand in 
hand. Our faith is certainly the best the 
world can boast of, and we, thereforefore, 
should be the best christians in the world. If 
we will but live in our faith, our lives will then 
furnish the best commentary upon our belief 
that ever was written, and produce too, two 
converts to our cause, where preaching produ- 
ces one. Brethren, will you not think of these 
things? Yes, I believe you will; and may the 
Lord give you strength in your day and gene- 
ration, sothat you may be enabled, by his spir- 
it of love, to.withstand the enemy of souls, 
and come off more than conquerer through 
him that loved you. 

I believe so much in a “change of heart,” 
as that man should “cease to do evil, and 
learn to do well.”” To be Christ’s we must 
have his spirit. i. e. in a characteristic sense. 

To be happy, man must do righteously; he 
must love God, and all mankind; yea, even 
his enemies. O what a blessed thing it is to 
be a christian; to love all and hate none! De- 

end upon it. if we have the love of Christ 
in us, we shall not be “barren and unfruitful, 
. in the works of the Lord,” we shall be active 
and consistent Christians. The tree is known 
by its fruit. ‘A good tree bringeth forth good 


fruit, but a corrupt tree, evil fruit.” “By 
their fruits ye shall know them.’’ So may it 
be. E.R. C. 


We intended to publish one letter of the discus- 
sion between Messrs. Skinner and Campbell, in each 
number of our paper, so long as the discussion 
should be continued, but having mislaid the one 
which should appear this week, we were not able to 
put it in type for this number. It shall appear in 
our next. We hope these letters, from the first to 
the last, will be read by every inquiring reader.— 
And permit us to urge the necessity, when reading 
upon such subjects as these letters treat, of 
throwing aside all preconceived opinions and pre- 
judices. Recollect; that to arrive at a correct deci- 


sion upon any subject, we must hear the testimony 
with unbiased minds. 


— 


Editor at Home. 

Yes, reader, we are once more at home, and 
intend to remain here mostly for some months 
tocome. We hope to be enabled to atiend to 
the editorial department of our paper more, 
and thus make it more interesting in future. 

It seems proper to state here, that for three 
weeks past, the paper has been entirely under 


the direction of Bro. S. Belden, who is to be 
our partner and co-editor from the commence- 
ment of Volume 3. The visible improvement 
inthe last few numbers, will speak favorably 
to our patrons of his talents and taste as an 
editor and printer, and encourage them to ex- 
pect great Improvements in the next volume. 
We did not arrive in season to notice our 
journey in this number—it shall appear in the 
next, with several other matters of interest, 
which have been neglected. D. 


Correction. 


R. Bartlett, Esq., Greene, O., whose name 


was published in a late number as refusing to 
take the popex> Srony 19 exhonoratad fram all 


blame. It appears he never had the paper, 
though they were regularly sent. We have 
heard some dark things about the Post Master 
of that place, but we forbear now. 


Original. 
Men against God. 

“Shall the servant be greater than the master?” 
I should think not, but still there are human beings 
who pretend to know, (not with the knowledge ob- 
tained by belief however,) all the purposes and de- 
signs of God, and what his future conduct will be 
toward the children of men. They seem from their 
self-conceit to rank themselves equal with Almigh- 
ty God, “declaring the end from the beginning.” — 
Now, we may have faith and belief in God, but we 
dare not assert that we are in the possession of di- 
rect positive knowledge of His character, for the 
moment we do this, we rise infinitely above mor- 
tality. One of these self-righteous Pharisees of 
Partialism, remarked to me the other day, “I know 
that endless misery is true and you Universalists 
who do not believe in punishment will find it so to 
your sorrow!” 

Do not be so hasty my friend, perhaps youdo not 
fully understand the sentiments of Universalists.— 
We believe that God will severely inflict all threat- 
ened punishments. We believe that though the 
“wicked join hand in hand they shall not be un- 
punished.” Don’t you? Yes. We believe that 
“the soul that sinneth, it shall die,’? don’t your— 
“Yes.”> We believe that “God will by no means 
clear the guilty; don’t you? Yes. We believe 
God to be unchangeable, and that there are positive 
declarations made by his own authority; don’t you? 
Yes, Webelieve that we are sinful beings, “ that 


we have all gone astray; that there are none that 
doeth good, no, not one, that all have come short of 
the glory of God, that no man liveth and sinneth 
not, and consequently that all are guilty; don’t 
you? “YesI do.” Now, you believe that we are 
to endure endless misery as a penalty for sin,in a 
future mode of existence; do you not? “Most as- 
suredly Ido.” Well, we will no longer say “ two 
and two, two and two,” but we will show that two 
and two make four. Thus you believe that the 
wicked, the guilty or the sinners are obliged to suf- 
fer endless woe for their transgressions, and you con- 
sider that class to consist of the whole human race; 
therefore, the summing up of your whole reason- 
ings will result in Universal Damnation!! Every 
individual soul of man will be obliged to writhe out 
an existence of ceaseless torment, for as God will 
by no means clear the guilty, “get one out if you 
ean!!”? “O,thatis one of your Universalist ketch- 
es.” 

Now reader, you behold that after God has ren- 
dered to every man according to his works, should 
he raise them “ incorruptible.”? and consequently 
holy and happy, that the Bible, reason and nature 
would unite together in harmony, and the great 
mystery of popular religion become perfectly un- 
ravelled. Het: 
Ravenna, June, 1838, 


Original. 
Norton, Medina co., O., May 28, 1838. 
Mr. Davis:— : 
Sir—In your paper of March last, Mr. J. 
Whitney has given his account of a religious 
discussion that took place in Royalton between 
J. Whitney on one side and Mr. Butler and 
myself upon the other. He says that a diver- 
sity of reports have been put in circulation re- 
specting it. Therefore, it would seem proper 


that_a correct statement should be given 
through the medium of your paper. He says 


that he has kept still until now, when it be- 
comes necessary for him to speak plainly.— 
What occasions this necessity? Have the 
people who heard the debate, omitted to speak 
plainly? For my part, I was willing to let 
the whole matter rest with the hearers; and 
had Mr. Whitney done so, or had he, in giv- 
ing his account, given the whole story, and 
allowed your readers to have seen both sides 
of the argument, I should have been content 
and you would not have been troubled with 
this communication. 

There appears to be an error in Mr. Whit- 
ney’s second paragraph, in relation to the or- 
der of speaking. He says, “‘in the afternoon 
Mr. Butler and Mr. Green spoke alternately.” 
The fact was, Mr. Butler spoke but oncc in 
the afternoon. 

In paragraph sixth, he says—‘in the eve- 
ning, Mr. Green, for some cause best known to 
himself, refused to enter the field.’? I will not 
say that Mr. Whitney did know the reason 
why I did not speak in the evening; but if he 
did not, I am unable to tell what use he could 
have been making of his ears while conversing 
with Brother Butler, at the intermission. But 
if he wishes to create an impression by this 
remark, that I was willing to drop the discus- 
sion for fear of consequences or any thing of 
that kind he is welcome to do it, if he can.— 
The people will be apt to remember, however, 
that [ was anxious to continue the discussion 
for the good reason that we had in so short a 
time only just commenced at the merits of the 
subject. But to come tothe point. In his 
third paragraph, Mr. Whitney gives his proof 
texts and the arrangement of his argument.— 
But my proof texts and my arrangement he 
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has omitted. His first item was, all will be 
saved; for it was embraced in God’s will and 
purpose. After defining purpose to man, én- 
tention or design, I then showed, that this will 
or purpose was the Gospel. 

His favorite Scripture, Eph. Ist. 9th, 10th, 
was compared with. 16th, 25th and 26th, from 
which it was argued, that his will was made 
known to the Apostles and through them to 
the nations, for the obedience of faith. Again, 
from 2 Corinthians, v: 19th and 20th, it 
was argued, that these were reconciling words: 
Second, that the apostles were the ministers 
of reconciliation; And third, that they be- 
sought men in Christ’s stead to be reconciled 
to God: And fourth, that the Gospel or word 
of reconciliation, was the power of God to 
salvation to him that believed, and to him 
that believed not, no other power was promis- 
ed for his conversion. 

Luke 24th, 46th and onward was cited, to 
show, that the Apostles had a charge to 
preach repentance and remission of sins;— 
And from Acts 2nd and 38th, it was shown 
how they preached. 

Thus it was argued, that men were recon- 
ciled by being forgiven, aud forgiven as above 
mentioned. Mr. Whitney here advanced the 
idea, that God had two wills, one of desire 
and oneof purpose. ‘To this it was suggested 
that if God had a will of desire, separate from 
his intention or his design, it was strange in- 
deed. It was argued that God designed the 
Gospel to be instrumental in saving men from 
their sins—and he was willing that they should 
obey it. Against Mr. Whitney’s interpreta- 
tion of his second item, it was argued, from 
Titus 2nd, from the 10th to the 14th verse, 
that Christ came into our world for an express 
purpose. hat he gave himself for us to re- 
deem us from all iniquity, aud to purify to him- 


selfa peculiar people, zealous of good works.—. 
That this was the object of the Saviour’s mis- 


sion, was argued from the 14th, that it was 
designed to be effected in this world was ar- 
gued from the 12th, and that it was his will, 
desire and purpose was argued from the fact 
that he gave himself for the express purpose 
of accomplishing it. And yet all men have 
not become pure and holy for they have not 
complied with the conditions of this salvation. 
I have only to say in regard to his third item, 
that while debating with me he barely men- 
tioned Heb. 2d: 14th, to which I replicd as 
short, that if the text proved the destruction 
of the Devil, the same word destroy was ap- 
plied to the wicked in 2d Thess, Ist: 16th, and 
would consequently prove too much for him- 
‘gelf. Mr. Whitney -calls me Campbhellite, 
which name I entirely disclaim, as I wish on- 
ly to be a follower and disciple of the Lord Je- 
sus. Please publish the above and oblige 
“yours, i A. B. GREEN. 
P.S. [tis buta short time since I saw 
your paper containing Mr. Whitney’s account 
which makes my remarks appear Ns late. 
A. B. G. 


Meeting of the Einois State Convention. 
The meeting of the convention took 


place as stated last week, May 11th, at ) 


Henderson, Knox county, and organized 
by choosing Br. HE. Mann, Moderator, and 
Br. A. R Gardner, Clerk. The follow- 
ing ministering brethren were present: E. 
B. Man, of fa.; J. P. Fuller, Ul.; A. R. 
Gardner, Il.; N. Wadsworth, Ky.; A. 
Kinney, Ul. Hight sermons were deliver- 
ed by the above brethren to the largest con- 


gregation of Universalists that was ever | 


Nin UPS. 


convened in that region of country, and | Of the Pennsylvania Convention of Uni- 


great good was done in the name of the 
holy child Jesus. The ordinary resolu- 
tions of such conventions were passed, 
and those measures adopted and recom- 
mended supposed best calculated to build 
up Zion. ‘Thus much we are enabled to 
say of the Convention from information 
given us by Br. Mann who was present 
on the occasion of its meeting. He also 
gives us a very flattering statement of the 
prosperity of our cauze there, and thinks 
that it is destined to prosper greatly and 
triumph. Even so may it be. Brethren 
of Ill., our best wishes are with you.— 
Star in the West. 


Chirst--an infalilbie Teachere=No. 2. 
BY REV. D. ACKLEY. 
“ Never man spake like this man.’’—Bible. 

In No. 1, I gave my views of the dig- 
nity of the Messiah. I will now speak of 
our Savior’s perfect knowledge of the doe- 
trine which he taught and exemplified.— 
Jesus never preached but one doctrine— 
never revealed but one plan of salvation. 
Not so with most theologians and divines ; 
for they have often seen the imperfection 
of their sentiments and therefore, adopted 
and defended systems of religions faith 
very dissimilar in their nature. By a care- 
ful and critical examination of the private 
and public ministrations, of the Son of 
God we shall perceive the truth of the 
saying—‘‘ Never man spoke like this 
man.’’ As he knew all that is in maa— 


amd Could read the deep recessess of the 


human mind—he was able to adopt his! 


instructions to the understanding and 
wants of the children of men in whatever 
condition of life. His knowledge of the 
character, attributes, perfections and pur- 
pose of Jchovah ; the laws of Providence 
which govern the world; the nature of 
men; the religion of heaven and the dis- 
tributions of happiness and misery, was 
clear, complete, full and indeed, without 
any defect. Itis impossible to find one 
imperfection in the whole of his ministry. 
The laws of his kingdom have never need- 
ed a repeal or the least amendment. 
Believing, therefore, that Christ is an 


infallible Teacher—an unerring guide; a| eouncil 
perfect exampler, let us, one and all, count : brethren were requested 


all earth born possessions, but loss for a| 


knowledge of his excellency, 
to know nothing but Jesus Christ and him 
crucified. And when the Sun of life to 
us shall set, to rise no more in time, may 
we individually exclaim in the triumphant 
language of the dying christian, 

* ll speak the honors of his name 

With my expiring breath 

And dying, clasp him in my arms,— 

The antidote of death. 


Many articles which were put.in type 
for this number of our paper, have been 


unavoidably crowded out. 
pear in our next. 


They will ap- 


v ersalists— Session of 1838. 


According to notice duly published, the 
Pennsylvania Convention of Universalists 
met in Easton, Pa., on Wednesday morn- 
ing, May 16th, and organized the council 
by appointing JonatHan Woop of Eas- 
ton, (layman,) Moderator, and S. P. Lan- 
ders, (Minister,) Clerk. 

1. The Standing-clerk being absent, and 
the minutes of last session being not pre- 
sent, it was found necessary to dispense 
with the usual reading of the records. 

2. The Committee of Correspondence 
reported, that nothing of special interest 
required their attention during the past 
year. On motion, Brethern Joseph Kings- 
berry, of Sheshequin, S. W. Fuller, of 
Philadelphia, and S. A. Davis, of Pitts- 
burgh, were constituted the Committee for 
the current year. 

3. A letter from the Susquehanna <As- 
sociation was read, and reports from the 
Union and Philadelphia Associations were 
verbally delivered, each of which was 
calculated to strengthen the hands of the 
brother-hood, and at the same time to in- 
spire a fervent prayer for greater engaged- 
ness in the glorious cause in which weare 
engaged. 

4, Proceeded to the nomination and ap- 
pointment of the delegation to the next 
session of the General Convention—which 
resulted as follows: Ministers—Abel C. 
‘Thomas, Savillion W. Fuller, Thomas S. 
Rarthalomew,-and--Samuol A. Davis.— 
Laymen—Elijah Dallett, Frederick Baily, 
S. Hartz, Abraham Swart, John M. Keim, 
and William Taylor. 

5. Voted, That the delegation have au- 
thority to fill any vacancy that may occur 
in their body. 

6. On motion, Brs. S. P. Landers, C. 
S. Hussey, and 8. W. Fuller be the com- 
mittee to designate the day and place of 
meeting of this Convention in May, 18389, 
with the understanding that the meeting 
shall be held in the northern part of the 
State. 

7. Several measures conducive to the 
welfare of our people and the prosperity 
of Zion were introduced and canvassed in 
; and on motion, the ministering 
to frame a letter 
to the disciples, embodying recommenda- 


5 Wife 
and resolve } tions of those measures. 


8. Having transacted the business with 

great harmony, the council adjourned. 
Tuomas Woop, Moderator. 
S. Presson Lanogs, Clerk. 
Order of Religious services. 

Tuesday evening—Prayer, Br. Bartho- 
lomew; Serman, Br. C.S. Hussey. Wed- 
nesday morning—Prayer, Br. Landers; 
Sermon, Br. A..C. Thomas. Wednesday 
evening—Prayer, Br. Hussey ; Sermon, 

r. Landers. Thursday morning—Prayer, 
Br. Thomas; Sermon, Br. Bartholomew. 
‘Thursday evening—Prayer, Br. Hussey ; 
Sermon, Br. Thomas. 
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Evils from Ignorance. - and the most delusive hopes have been 
When we look into the history of this) entertained, either to torture or disappoint 
world, two things are seen upon nearly |the mind. 
every page,—man’s ignorance and man’s{ ‘ A small acquaintance with the plane- 
wickedness. History presents another | tary bodies will show that such fears and 
truth ; the most ignorant individuals and | hopes have the greatest absurdity ; for it 
nations have been the most vicious and de- {is easily seen, that although these bodies 
graded, The present condition of the | may affect the earth, they can never affect 
world reveals slavery and misery where the | the qualities of the mind, or the opera- 
people are ignorant, and liberty and hap-|tions of moral causes. Notwithstanding 
piness where there is mental and moral |the absurdity of these doctrines of astrolo- 
light. When the mind is not improved by | gy, the most learned nations of antiquity 
virtue and knowledge, it will be governed | have believed them; and by them have 
and debased by the passions and appetites, ‘been thrown into the greatest disorder, 
and employed in planning and executing | agony, and despair. 
that which destroys happiness and prevents| ‘‘'The arbiters, or astrologers, who ob- 
improvement. served the planets and other natural ap- 
How far human suffering may be attri- | pearances, and foretold the fortunes of the 
buted to ignorance, or how many of the /ignorant multitude, raised themselves to 
evils which have and do exist among the | great authority, and, like other impostors, 
inhabitants of this earth originated from | demanded exorbitant fees for their lying 
ignorance, would be difficult to ascertain; | services. These are some of the natural 
but we do see and know enough, to say, | and regular planetary laws and phenomena 
that the amount of suffering from ignor-| which the ignorance of man has made 
ance is immeasurable, and that the evils | objects of alarm, terror, and apprehen- 
are innumerable. Ignorance has not on-|sion, 
ly multiplied evils, by misapplying what} ‘* On the earth, ignorance has seen in- 
is good, but has given an imaginary exis- |numerable objects which have bewildered 
tence to many of the most fearful nature, | and distracted the timid and credulous.— 
and which have long distressed and en-|'The ignes fatui are regarded as malicious 
slaved the human race. spirits, sent to lead the traveller astray, 
‘* While ignorant of the laws of nature, | and, in the end, conduct him to the place 
man has connected with some of hermost|of torment. A little knowledge would en- 
beautiful and benevolent operations, false | able any one to see, that these meteors are 
and imaginary terrors. Before thesun of | nothing more than harmless lights, formed 
_ knowledge has poured lightupon the men- | by the burning of a certain gas or vapour 
tal darkness of a tribe or nation, an eclipse | which naturally rises from the moist soil 


of the sun in the heavens is viewed by | over which they are always soon.”* 
the*terrified and trembling*beholders with | Ignorance has created distressing fears 


the utmost dismav and consternation. The | from the ticking noise of an insect, heard 
ignorant have supposed the moon, while|during the stillness of night—from the 
in an eclipse, or what is the same thing, | scream of a bird—from the howl of a dog 
while passing through the shadow of the | from the fall of a chimnes—from an ac- 
earth, was sickening or dying through the | cidental noise in an unoccupied apartment 
influence of enchanters. of a suspected dwelling—from an imme- 


«To appease the enemies of their even- diate return after something that had been 
ing luminary, they have practised the most forgotten—from having put on a garment 
torturing and irrational ceremonies, and | with the inside turned out—from having 
submitted themselves to the most excru-|set out on a journey, or undertaken some 
ciating pain. Many tribes and nations are | employment on Friday—from a unusual 
still enslaved by these foolish notions and | noise in a boiling tea-kettle. 
cruel customs. The appearance of comets,| From a ringing in the ear (supposed to 
too, are still regarded as forerunners of | to be the echo of atolling bell for some de- 
earthquakes, famines, pestilence, and the | ceased friend) —from meeting with a snake 
most dreadful calamities. They know not|lying in the road—from upsetting the salt- 
that comets are regular bodies belonging | dish—from the sudden and accidental strik- 
to our system, and appear and disappear |ing of a silent clock—from breaking a 
at stated periods of time. After a slight | looking-glass—from seeing the new moon 
knowledge of the heavenly bodies the ap- | over the left shoulder, from not having un- 
pearance of acomet excites as little fear as | covered the head while a funeral proces- 
the appearance of the sun. sion passed—from missing the mouth 

‘«‘Tonorance has admitted into the minds | while taking food—from be/ag presented 
of men many absurd notions respecting | with a knife or any cutting instrument, and 
judicial astrology, which have destroyed | from its raining into the grave of a friend 
the peace and happiness of many tribes | before it was closed. 
and nations. ‘They have supposed that} All of the whims, and thousands 
the characters and destinies. of men are} others of a similar nature, have been re- 
fixed, by the appearance of certain stars, garded with apprehension of terror, as the 
or the meetings of certain planets at the | forerunners of impending disasters, or of 
time of birth. Under this belief, the 
most foolish and unfounded apprehensions, 


*Dick on the Improvement of Society. 


of ; 


approaching death! Such is the slavery 
and misery of ignorance; continually fill ; 
ing the ideal world with objects which 
vassal the mind, and preventing those feel- 
ings of gratitude and veneration which are 
due to the wise Creator and Governor of 
the Universe. 


From the Ladies’ Repository. 
Character cf Judas. 

It is frequently the case, that when an 
iniquitous deed has been committed, the 
individual more immediately concerned in 
its accomplishment, receives the whole 
weight of the blame; and, although he 
may have been but a tool in the hands of 
others, yet he is loaded with nearly all the 
opprobrium. In no case has this crrorin 
human judgment been more fully exempli- 
fied than in that of Judas Iscariot, the be- 
trayer of our Lord. ‘The charge of deep- 
rooted malignity, cold-blooded treachery, 
and every evil passion which disgraces hu- 
man nature, has been unsparingly urged © 
against the unhappy being who betrayed 
the Son of man with a kiss. In Catholic 
countries, an effigy of Judas is frequently 
hung up by the neck in some conspicuous 
place, and pelted with missiles of every 
description. These outward demonstra- 
i tions of respect for the Savior, and of de- 
testation for his enemies, cost but littie 
mental exertion, and denying of the selfish 
appetites of man. Perhaps there are many 
who, from education and example, join in 
these outbreakings of impetuous zeal, who 
would not take the trouble to eradicate one 
_ovil fecling from their hearts—crucify one 
favorite sin—cultivate a single kind affec- 
, tion. 

I believe that a slight examination of the 
character of Judas may be profitable. In 
the mean time, I leave it to the reader to 
make such inferences and comparisons as 
the thread of our speculations will be cal- 
culated to awaken. 

It often so happens that one favorite vice 
will cling to an individual, who, in other 
respects, is not particularly blameworthy. 
We sometimes see a person who is repul- 
sive in his manners, and whose blunt and 
coarse observations give pain to gentle 
spirits. Yet this very man may be honest 
in all his dealings, charitable to the poor, 
and ready to assist his neighbor when sick- 
ness and disasters invade his dwelling. I 
am inclined to believe that Judas had one 
ruling vice—one besetting sin, to which 
he was constrained to sacrifice much that 
was good. In that unhappy man, we see 
a solemn warning—his treachery to his 
Divine Master illustrates the powerful in- 
fluence which one reigning vice may ex- 
ercise over the soul. ‘That vice was avarice. 
Money was the god of his idolatry. We 
have no reason to conclude that Judas was 
particularly malignant or cruel; but that 
he was avaricious, we have several proofs 
in the gospel. He was one of the twelve, 
who, with their Master, formed a little 
community among themselvea—defraying 
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their expenses out of a common fund.—|norant and avaricious man—imposed upon 
Judas sought not, like John, to lean upon |his simplicity, and particularly addressed 


the breast of his Lord, to listen to his 
teachings, and watch every expression of 
his countenance. He labored not, like 
Peter, to provide for the earthly wants of 
him he followed, and to show his zeal in 
times of danger and exposure. Judas had 
other objects in view. ‘The concernsof a 
better world, the all-important mission of 
Jesus, the doubts, the hopes, the fears 
which agitated the minds of the other 
apostles, were to him considerations of a 
secondary nature. He was probably a 
poor and ignorant man, and he saw, in 
joining the family of Jesus, a favorable 
opportunity for advancing his own world- 
ly concerns. We may see of how much 
estimation temporal wealth was in the eyes 
of Jesus and his followers, when such an 
one as Judas held the responsible office of 
treasurer to their little band. Judas, no 
doubt, considered it a post of honor; and 
in the eyes of the world, it was probably 
regarded so. But the other disciples were 
content that he should enjoy all the satis- 
faction he could derive from the posses- 
sion of money. In this instance, the be- 
nevolence of the Savioris manifested. He 
was willing that Judas should reap all the 
pleasure he could from the only source 
that could give him any happiness. Pro- 
vidence very often confers wealth on those 
who are incapable of the higher enjoy- 
ments of rational immortal beings. Hav- 
ing secured the bag in which the money 
was kept, Judas was satisfied, and doubt- 
less his eyes sparkled with repture atevery 
fresh accession to the fund. The indiffer- 
ence to worldly prosperity manifested by 
Jesus and the eleven, gave Judas many op- 
portunities for appropriating a portion of 
the funds to his individual benefit. Had 
his companions been ‘ wise and prudent,’ 
and close attenders to their own interests, 
they would no doubt have dispossessed 
him of the treasures which he carried— 
but notwithstanding we are informed that 
he was a thief, we find that he continued 
to act as treasurer to the end. When the 
woman broke the box of precious oint- 
ment, and made an offering of it, for the 
veneration she bore the Savior, Judas im- 
mediately found fault with her extrava- 
gance. His avaricious and calculating 
disposition suggested to him that the gift 
might have been bestowed in another way, 
and a profitable speculation have been 
transacted, and three hundred pence rais- 
ed by its sale, which would have been 
placed under his charge. A sudden fit of 
benevolence, therefore, seized him, and he 
suggested that the article might have been 
«turned into money for the benefit of the 
poor. It was probably at this moment, 
that Judas was marked out by the chief 
priests and lawyers, for their own nefari- 
ous purposes. They discovered that he 
was a worldly minded person—to whom 
old and silver was the supreme good.— 
hey, therefore, taurpered with this ig- 


themselves to his love of money. That 
one predominant passion was the cause of 
his crime. It is more than probable that 
the wish to harm his kind and benevolent 
Master, would never have found a place 
in his heart, but for the persuasions of the 
influential rulers of the Jews, aided by a 
hope of benefitting himself greatly, in a 
pecuniary way. We must also make much 
allowance for the power which the profes- 
sed sanctity of the priests was calculated 
to exercise over such a humble individual 
as the betrayer. But these abominable 
and dastardly seducers were careful not to 
reveal their murderous intentions to the 
simple man. They bargained with him 
to deliver Jesus into their hands; and pro- 
bably pledged themselves that he should 
not come to harm. When, therefore, the 
Son of Man was delivered up to his ene- 
mies, Judas followed after to see what 
would befall him. Although he had re- 
ceived the twenty pieces of silver, his in- 
terest in the Savior was not eradicated ; 
and when he perceived the extent of the 
mischief which befell his Lord, he was 
wrought up to desperation. Even his 
avarice, the most tenacious vice, was 
forced to yield to his grief and despair.— 
He hurried to his cruel and remorseless 
employers, upbraided them with their 
treachery, and hurled the wages of his 
erime indignantly at their feet. Then, 
like a Roman slave voluntarily perishing 
with his master, he went forth and com- 
mitted .snicide—refusing to survive his 


Lord. Let us, therefore, spare a little ot | 


our reproach upon the misguided Judas, 
and bestow it upon the plotting and insidi- 
ous scribes and pharisees, who were the 
real criminals. 


The following remarks are so very appropriate to 
the character of a large partof mankind—and espe- 
cially, to some of our intimate friends, who have 
frequently admonished us of the evils, which, as 
they thought, would inevitably accrue from the pub- 
lication of sentiments so unpopular as those main- 
tained by Universalians—and who would argue the 
propriety of a young man’s suppressing his senti- 
ments on religion (unless such sentiments were of 
the popular kind) upon the principle of policy—that 
we think they may be read with some benefit. 


THOUGHTS 


On the conduct of the World in regard 
to Honesty and Hypocricy. 


My mind has been more than once 
struck, while reviewing the ways of man- 
kind as far as I have had opportunity to 
observe them, to see and remark the sin- 
gular inconsistency which often manifests 
itself in their conduct respecting Honesty 
and Hypocrisy, those two diametrically 
opposite qualities pertaining to human ac- 
tions. It would seem, and I think the idea 
will hold true, that notwithstanding the 
mass of mankind, in what we call the 
civilized world, profess to hate and des- 
pise hypocricy and to commend and ap- 
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plaud honesty, they do, nevertheless, 
whenever this honesty is likely to stand 
in the way of their self-interest and influ- 
ence, make it the object of unrelenting 
persecution and hatred, while hypocricy, 
on the other hand, so far as it goes to dis- 
guise what would otherwise be apparent 
difference of views, and thus helps to 
promote the influence of long established 
notions and popular doctrines, is fostere 

and rewarded. To be convinced of the 
truth of this remark it is only necessary 
to look at the treatment of such as have 
dared, in the face of ecclesiastical author- 
ity, to call in question certain distinguish- 
ing doctrines of the church. Though the 
persecution and immolation of heretics, 
by the Romish hierarchy affords the most 
striking exemplification of the foregoing 
remarks, we need go no farther than some 
of the popular Protestant sects for a proof 
of our observation: From what has been 
elicited of the conduct of the secular au- 
thorities of the churches in various parts 
of the country, towards such of their 
members as have had the courage to man- 
ifest their honest dissent from the doc- 
trines subscribed to, and held by the 
church in general, it would appear that 
the offence for which the obnoxious mem- 
ber was expelled, was more in honestly 
declaring it, and holding forth heretical 
opinions, and not keeping his real opin- 
ions to himself, than in the harm the pro- 
scribed doctrine itself, abstractly consid- 
ered, might do. And the like remark, it 
may be said, will apply to almost every 
thing in which popular prejudice and in- 


‘dividual “slr interest is concermmed, and 


also to the profession of a belief in chris- 
tianity. 

I cannot take my leave of this subject, 
Hypocrisy vs. Honesty, without advert- 
ing to a most palpable proof, how much 
more some people esteem a hypocritical 
acknowledgment of their infallibility, than 
an honest dissent in opinion, in the argu- 
ment commonly, or, at least, often urged 
against Universalism by those who oppose 
it, viz: that it is not right nor safe to 
preach it even if we believe it. I must 
say that this is a downright recommenda- 
tion of hypocrisy with a witness! As if 
one must not preach honestly what he be- 
lieves to be true. O bigotry! what wilt 
thou do to uphold thy mad authority.— 
But ‘so the world wags.’ Honesty must 
take off its hat and bow to popular preju- 
dice, or else eneounter the lash of perse- 
cution or the reproach of self-styled Or- 
thodoxy for not holding its tongue. 


TRUTH. 
DEDICATION. 

The new and very commodious Church, 
errected by the Universalists at Spring- 
field, Clark, co., O. is to be dedicated to 
the service of the true and living God, on 
Wednesday, 25th of July next. Sermon, 
by Br. Geo. Messenger. : 

On the following day, Br. Messenger is 
to be installed as pastor of the Society. 


